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Successful Year 
     IVBC has experienced a very successful year in many ways and 2014 promises to be a year of capitalizing on the 
growth for even better bicycling.!
     First, and the biggest news of all, is the abandonment of the Iowa River Railroad and establishment of a recreational 
trail from Marshalltown to Steamboat Rock.  The details were discussed in the October newsletter; however, IVBC will 
need to determine what the extent our role will be in supporting the development of the trail.
      Next, the IVBC Facebook page has been a great addition to the club.  Not only is the page enjoyable and 
educational, but it is a great way to get information about club  events out to the general public.  We cannot thank Janelle 
Snyder enough for her work.  We appreciate all the facebook pictures and other posts.
! MARSHMALLO was well-planned, and we had great weather this year.  Thanks to our wonderful M’Mallo 
committee, we had a successful and profitable ride.  
        RAGBRAI was great this year.  The first three days were somewhat warm, but then the weather cooled,and the 
days were short with a tail wind.  What is not to like about that?  As always, our group of RAGBRAI’ers are just great 
people to be with and to bike across the state with.  2014 tickets are now on sale.
      Another pleasant surprise was the continued growth of the Club’s Bike To Work Week program.  Again, this year saw 
an increase in the number of participating corporations, riders, and days ridden.  The growth of the program will require 
the Club  to play the role of supporting corporations and individuals rather than a leadership  role.  We will continue to 
encourage local corporations and individuals by being on the trail and to suggest activities that encourage employees to 
participate.  Bikes2Share is another program that has really taken off (see below).

ON YOUR LEFT... 

City Elections
     Congratulations to all the elected 
City Council members, and thanks to 
all the candidates for showing an 
i n t e r e s t i n b u i l d i n g a b e t t e r 
Marshalltown.  The Iowa Valley Bicycle 
Club  looks forward to working with the 
City in making Marshalltown a friendly 
place to ride a bicycle.

Bikes2Share 
Many times we never know if 
our bikes make any  difference 
in peoples’ lives, but recently, 
we received a short note from 
one of our recipients.
“Thank you for the bicycle 
for my son so he can go to 
his new job and I can look 
for jobs.  Being a low income 
family, it is often hard to 
get us both around to do 
what is needed so our 
f a m i l y c a n m o v e 
forward.”  (NOTE: Since this 
was written, the woman who 
wrote it has been able to find a 
job herself.)  
“ Happiness sometimes 
comes through doors you 
didn't even know were left 
open.”--Happy we were able 
to open a door for this 
family....

Merle Stubbs and the Fisher-
Emerson Group
      IVBC would like to thank Merle 
Stubbs for organizing the Fisher-
Emerson Group rides on 
Wednesday and other events.  It is 
always good when people are 
riding their bikes and enjoying 
social events.  We look forward to 
working with the Fisher-Emerson 
Group in the future to make this 
city an enjoyble place to live.  
Thank you so much.  --IVBC

Cargo Bikes
     A new trend in bicycling is the cargo 
bike.  In essence, a cargo bike is a bike 
designed and built to carry objects and/
or additional people, such as children.  
There are several speciality companies 
who build cargo bike, so there are 
choice as to builders and several 
different designs, all determined by the 
objects you want to transport by 
bicycle.  Some companies offer an 
electric motor on the bike to assist the 
rider in powering the bike.  Nearly all 
motors are a one horse and act to 
assist the rider. All bikes at this time 
are steel and come with a substantial 
price tag.  If you are interested, check 
out the new Specialized Turbo; very 
interesting.



Cranksgiving
     The Club  would like to thank Matt and 
Cassandra Gerstandt and Rita Smith for their work 
in making Cranksgiving a success.  The event was 
a donation ride for the House of Compassion 
where pairs of riders went from store to store to 
buy items for the Supply Closet.  It was well 
planned and well attended, and it was a fun event.  
As a participant, I (Charlie Smith) noticed two 
interesting points; first, there were several bikes on 
the streets of Marshalltown at one time, and the 
motorists seemed to accept our presence without 
much concern (as if we were a normal part of the 
transportation system of the city).  Secondly, a 
point that several participants mentioned was that 
the stores that participated in the event enjoyed 
Cranksgiving as much as the riders.  We hope to 
do more of these kinds of events with even more 
participants.    We will do this event next year, so 
mark your calendars. 

Greetings IVBC RAGBRAI Riders
     I feel like the movie “Groundhog Day”. We no sooner get done with one RAGBRAI and it’s time to start all 
over again.  As I write this, it is November 17, one day  after RAGBRAI online registration opened and we 
already have 10 riders signed up for our charter; so, we’re off and running!
     I have updated the IVBC Charter Application for RAGBRAI XLII and it is available on our website at 
www.marshalltownbikeclub.com.  When you see it you will notice immediately  that our price has gone up.  We 
have not had an increase is several years and our costs continue to go up a little each year.  The buses, the 
baggage truck, pop and sport drink, ice, party  supplies, and the maintenance of our equipment; Easy-ups, 
coolers, showers, electronic gadget charging station.  Also the cost of pre-RAGBRAI scouting and selecting 
quality campsites.
      Quality  drivers and scout are very  important to the smooth, problem free operation of our charter. In an 
effort to retain excellent drivers and scout we have awarded them a pay increase.
      Bottom line, we have increased our fee $25 - our full weekly  charter fee is now  $225.  RAGBRAI has also 
increased their fees - their full week ticket price has gone up $10 to $160.  So, our charter ($225) + RAGBRAI 
ticket ($160) + IVBC membership ($20) = Total base price of your RAGBRAI experience will be $405 for the 
complete package. Of course any merchandise or souvenir packs will be extra.
      As always I will need completed charter applications and fees by  the last week in February.  I have to turn 
everything into RAGBRAI and pay our fees before March 1.  ---Dana Bresler
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Iowa Valley Bicycle Club
P.O. Box 927
Marshalltown, Iowa 50158

MEETING DATE: The next meeting is December 11th at 7:00 at the Fisher Comm. Center.  
**************************************************

Check our web site http://marshalltownbikeclub.com
Check out our Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/IowaValleyBicycleClub?ref=ts
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